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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
CRESSKILL           BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING   SEPTEMBER 10, 2025 
 
1. Captain Lanzilotti led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall, 
publication in The Record and delivery to all members of the governing body. 

 
3. Mayor Morgan called the meeting to order at 7:06 P.M. 
 
4. Present: Council Members Kaplan, Olmo, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 

Also Present: Attorney Diktas, Borough Officials Lavin, Noseworthy, Chief Ulshoefer, 
Captain Lanzilotti 
Absent: Council Member McLaughlin 

 
5. Motion by Council Member  Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Olmo to 

approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular meeting of August 13, 2025. 
 

All in Favor.  None Opposed.    Motion adopted. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
6. Minutes of the following meeting: 
 
  Planning Board            August 12, 2025 
 
 Filed. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS 
 
7. Council Member Spina said according to the CEC, CSX has discontinued service for the 

rail line that runs through town. Everyone should expect an increase in activity for the 
potential development of the Greenway project. 

 
 Council Member Savas said Recreation’s fall festival will be in October including all 

kinds of activities and food making for a fun family day. There will be more information 
to follow.  

 In 2023, we renamed the Community Center the “Benedict Romeo Community Center”. 
On September 28th, which is Mayor Ben Romeo’s birthday, we will be having a ribbon 
cutting dedication at the Community Center in his honor.  

 
 Council Member Olmo said it looks like the Swim Club had a successful year. We’ll see 

how we did financially when the Pool Commission meets on Monday.   
We are having a flag raising tomorrow at 5:00 pm at our 9-11 Memorial for two of our 
former residents that lost their lives, Police Officers John Coughlin and John Cortazzo.  

  
 Council Member Kaplan said there will be story time at 10:00 am on Friday at the 

Library. On Saturday, Friends of the Library will be having a townwide garage sale. 
Information is available on their website.   
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
ORDINANCE ON FINAL READING 
 
Ordinance No. 25-18-1674 - Amend Chapter 119 Filming and Videotaping 
 
8. Motion at 7:11 PM by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council 

Member Savas to hear Ordinance No. 25-18-1674 on final reading by title only, Amend 
Chapter 119 Filming and Videotaping. 

  
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 
(Ordinance in full on pages 104A through 104E in Minutes of Regular   

Mayor and Council Meeting held August 13, 2025.) 
 
9. The Borough Clerk announced that the Ordinance was published in The Record on 

August 15, 2025, posted in Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public.   
 
10. Mayor Morgan opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk 

Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
11. No one wished to be heard. 

 
12. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Olmo to 

close the public hearing. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
13. Resolution by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Olmo: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 25-18-1674, entitled: 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 119 FILMING AND VIDEOTAPING 

 
pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 
 
Bond Ordinance No. 25-20-1676 – Multipurpose Bond Ordinance 
 
14. Resolution by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas to amend 

the 2025 Capital Budget. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Kaplan, Olmo, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 
       No - None 
       Absent – Council Member McLaughlin 
       Abstain - None 
       Resolution adopted. 
 

(Resolution in full on pages 111A through 111D.) 
 
15. Council Member Olmo announced receipt of Supplemental Debt Statement. 
 

(Supplemental Debt Statement in full on pages 111E through 111I.) 
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16.  Motion at 7:13 PM by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas 

to introduce Bond Ordinance No. 25-20-1676 on first reading by title only, Bond 
Ordinance to Authorize the Making of Various Public Improvements and the Acquisition 
of New Additional or Replacement Equipment and Machinery, New Communication and 
Signal Systems Equipment, New Additional Furnishings and a New Automotive Vehicle, 
Including Original Apparatus and Equipment, in, by and for The Borough Of Cresskill, in 
the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, to Appropriate the Sum of $2,370,000 to Pay 
the Cost thereof, to Make a Down Payment, to Authorize the Issuance of Bonds to 
Finance Such Appropriation and to Provide for the Issuance of Bond Anticipation Notes 
in Anticipation of the Issuance of Such Bonds. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Kaplan, Olmo, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 

       No - None 
       Absent – Council Member McLaughlin 
       Abstain - None 
       Motion adopted. 

 
(Bond Ordinance in full on pages 112A through 112G.) 

 
17. Resolution by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that Ordinance 25-20-1676 entitled: 
 
BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL OR 
REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNICATION 
AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW ADDITIONAL FURNISHINGS AND 
A NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE, INCLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND 
EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM 
OF $2,370,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO 
AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION 
AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN 
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS. 
 
heretofore introduced, does now pass on first reading, and that said ordinance be further 
considered for final passage at a meeting to be held on the 24th  day of September, 2025, 
at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be reached, at the regular meeting 
place of the Mayor and Council, and that at such time and place all persons interested be 
given an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance, and that the Borough Clerk is 
hereby authorized and directed to publish said ordinance according to law with a notice of 
its introduction and passage on first reading and of the time and place when and where 
said ordinance will be further considered for final passage. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Kaplan, Olmo, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 

       No - None 
       Absent – Council Member McLaughlin 
       Abstain - None 
       Resolution adopted. 
 
 
Ordinance No. 25-21-1677- Amend Chapter 6 Article VIII Personnel Board. 

 
18. Motion at 7:15 PM by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Olmo to 

introduce Ordinance No. 25-21-1677 – Amend Chapter 6 Article VIII Personnel Board. 
  

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

(Ordinance in full on pages 112H through 112I.) 
 

19. Resolution by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Spina: 
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BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that the following ordinance, entitled: 

 
AMEND CHAPTER 6 ARTICLE VIII PERSONNEL BOARD 

 
does now pass on first reading and remain on file with the Borough Clerk for public 
inspection until public hearing thereon and further consideration thereof. 
 
Such hearing shall be held at the Borough Hall in Cresskill on Wednesday, September 24, 
2025 at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as it can be reached, at which time and place all 
persons interested in said ordinance will be heard. 
 
The Borough Clerk is hereby directed to publish said ordinance, with the notice of 
hearing thereon, in an official newspaper according to law, also to mail copy of said 
ordinance when and as required by law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 
20. Borough Clerk Maragliano explained all items on the Consent Agenda.   
 

************ 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
*Resolutions 
 
21.    Cancelling Balances of Completed General Capital Improvement Authorization 

 
WHEREAS, certain General Capital Improvement Authorization balances remain 
dedicated to projects which have been completed, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary to formally cancel said balances in the General 
Capital Fund; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the 
Borough of Cresskill that the following balances of unexpended General Capital 
Improvement Authorizations be cancelled as follows: 
 
 Ord. No. Description    Amount Cancel To Account 
    
  General Improvements 
 
16-08-1487 Various Improvements  $    1,181.54 Reserve Payment Bonds 
17-06-1500 2017 Road Improvement/Equip         $ 102,224.13 Reserve Payment Bonds 
18-05-1517 2018 Road Imp & Improvements $  24,452.99 Reserve Payment Bonds 
19-19-1550 Merritt Improvements   $  93,912.02 Reserve Payment Bonds 
         

$ 221,770.68 
 

22. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 
August 2025 payrolls be ratified and approved: 

 
August 8, 2025 

   Current Fund               $  388,642.88          
                                    Community Center                                     2,485.66 
  Swim Pool                                                25,761.82  
  Library                                                      16,505.44 
                                                                                  
                                                                                     $  433,395.80 
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August 22, 2025 
   Current Fund    $  356,402.79          
                                    Community Center                                     2,485.66 
    Swim Pool          24,938.47 
  Library                                                      16,169.00 
                                                                                  
                                                                                      $ 399,995.92 
 
23. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the Tax 

Collector be, and hereby is, authorized to effect the following tax refunds due to 
overpayment of taxes: 

 
 TAX  
PERIOD     BLOCK LOT  QUAL       NAME               AMOUNT 

  
3rd qtr 2025         209  5    Peter Ghazzawi          $ 6,246.89

               531 Ivy Avenue 
  Haworth, NJ 07641 
  (for: 187 Wilson Drive) 
   

 3rd qtr 2025         160  34    United Land Title Agency         $ 3,637.67
           600 Sylvan Avenue, Ste. 102 

        Englewood Cliffs, NJ 07632 
  (for: 8 Delmar Avenue) 

      
24. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill that the 

following be approved for part time seasonal help as Laborers in the Public Works 
Department at a salary of $15.61 per hour. 
 

Derek Muoio – effective September 2, 2025 
 

Nicholas Kahwaty – effective September 8, 2025 
 

25. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 
individual be appointed as Special Police, Class 3 Law Enforcement Officer, effective 
September 11, 2025 at a rate of $41.32 per hour: 

 
Christopher Thibault 

 
26. WHEREAS, the Borough of Cresskill Residents have expressed a desire for a 

Community Outreach Committee to facilitate communication between the Residents and 
the Council; and  
 
WHEREAS, Mayor J. Morgan has established the committee entitled the “Cresskill 
Community Outreach Committee”; and  

 
WHEREAS, Mayor J. Morgan has appointed the following individuals as Cresskill 
Community Outreach Members:  

Michele Nahebedian 
Jodi Salob 
Ana Solano 

Clara Lee, M.D. 
Jennifer Morgan  

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council does concur with Mayor J. 
Morgan’s establishment of the Borough of Cresskill Community Outreach Committee; 
and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council does hereby accept Mayor J. Morgan’s 
appointment of the following individuals to serve as the Board Members for the Cresskill 
Community Outreach Committee:  
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Michele Nahebedian 
Jodi Salob 
Ana Solano 

Clara Lee, M.D. 
Jennifer Morgan  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Committee shall tender a report to the Mayor 
and Council regarding the Committee’s Outreach activities on a quarterly basis; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, at the first committee meeting, the Chairperson of the 
Committee, with the advice and consent of the current members, will present a term 
schedule of three, two, or one year per member; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a Certified to be True Copy of this Resolution be 
tendered to the following: Michele Nahebedian; Jodi Salob; Ana Solano; Clara Lee, 
M.D.; Jennifer Morgan; Francesca Maragliano, Borough Clerk; Dianne Lavin, Borough 
Administrator; and Christos J. Diktas, Esq., Borough Attorney. 
 

27. BE IT RESOLVED: 
 
1. That the specifications for Park Improvements at Spring Street and Cresskill Senior 

Activity Center Parking Lot Improvements in the Borough of Cresskill be and the same 
are hereby approved. 

 
2. That immediately upon said approval and not later than thirty {30} days after the date 

thereof, the Clerk of this body be and hereby is directed to advertise for bids for the 
project at least ten {10} days before receipt of bids in The Record, a paper printed in this 
County. 

 
3. That said advertisement shall read as follows: 

 
BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 

 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

 
Borough of Cresskill  Bergen   New Jersey 

  Municipality            County    State 
 
Sealed Bids for the Spring Street and Cresskill Senior Activity Center Parking Lot 
Improvements; 2024 NJDOT Municipal Aid Program will be received by the Borough of 
Cresskill, in the County of Bergen, and State of New Jersey, at the Municipal Office 
Building, 67 Union Avenue, Borough of Cresskill, New Jersey, on Thursday, October 16, 
2025, at 11:00 AM, Prevailing Time, and then publicly opened and read aloud. 
 
The principal work items of the project are as follows: Police Traffic Directors, Clearing 
Site, Excavation, Test Pit, HMA Milling, 3” Or Less, Hot Mix Asphalt 9.5M64 Surface 
Course, Hot Mix Asphalt 19M64 Base Course, 15” Reinforced Concrete Pipe - Class V, 14” 
x 23” Reinforced Concrete Elliptical Pipe - Class V, Inlet, Type “E”, Inlet, Type “B”, 
Manhole, 4’ Diameter, Cleaning and Repairing Drainage Structure, Reset Existing Casting, 
Curb Piece, Type “N-Eco”, Bicycle Safe Grate, Reset Belgian Block Curb, Belgian Block 
Curb, 9” x 18” Concrete Vertical Curb, Concrete Sidewalk, 4” Thick, Concrete Sidewalk, 
Reinforced, 6” Thick, Concrete Driveway, Reinforced, 6” Thick, Detectable Warning 
Surface, Traffic Stripes, 4”, Traffic Markings, Lines 4”, Traffic Markings, Lines 8”, Traffic 
Markings Lines, 24”, Traffic Markings, Symbols, Regulatory & Warning Sign, Topsoil 
Spreading, 4” Thick, Fertilizing & Seeding, Type A-3, Straw Mulching and other incidental 
work. 
 
Copies of the Plans, Specifications and Contract Documents will be on file and open to 
public inspection at the Borough Clerk's Office, Municipal Building, 67 Union Avenue, 
Borough of Cresskill, New Jersey, on and after Thursday, September 18, 2025, between the 
hours of 9:00 AM and   4:00 PM, Prevailing Time.  Copies of the plans, specifications and 
contract documents may also be examined or obtained by properly qualified contractors at 
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the office of Azzolina & Feury Engineering Inc., 30 Madison Avenue, Paramus, New 
Jersey, Telephone:  (201) 845-8500, on and after Thursday, September 18, 2025, between 
the hours of 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM, excluding legal holidays, upon payment of $100.00, no 
part of which will be refunded. 
 
Each Bid must be made upon the prescribed forms furnished with the Contract Drawings 
and Specifications, must be accompanied by a Consent of Surety, and by a certified or 
cashier's check, drawn on a solvent bank, or bid bond, in the sum of ten percent (10%) of the 
amount bid, but in no case more than $20,000.00.  The check or bid bond shall be made 
payable to the Borough of Cresskill, the Owner.  The check or bid bond of the bidder to 
whom the Contract is awarded shall be held by the Owner as a guarantee that the Contract 
shall be executed and its performance properly secured and in default thereof, said check or 
bid bond and the amount represented thereby will be forfeited to the aforesaid Owner as 
liquidated damages.  Bids must be accompanied, in the case of corporations not chartered in 
the State of New Jersey, by proper certificate that such corporation is authorized to do 
business in the State of New Jersey. 
 
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and 
N.J.A.C. 17:27.  
 
Every corporation or partnership submitting a bid shall accompany said bid with a statement 
setting forth the names and addresses of all stockholders in the corporation who own ten 
percent (10%) or more of its stock of any class, or of all individual partners in the 
partnership who own a ten percent (10%) or greater interest therein.  Said statement may 
also be submitted prior to the bid. 
 
Any extra work, not originally contemplated under this Contract, shall be covered by a 
change order.  In the event that such extra work involves labor or material for which a unit 
price has been bid, the aforementioned unit price which has been bid, shall be used to fix 
payment for this extra work, and shall be the maximum payable by the Borough therefor. 
 
Each bid must be enclosed in a sealed envelope bearing the name and address of the bidder, 
be addressed to the Borough of Cresskill, Bergen County, New Jersey, and shall be 
endorsed: "Bid for Spring Street and Cresskill Senior Activity Center Parking Lot 
Improvements; 2024 NJDOT Municipal Aid Program, ENCLOSED - DO NOT OPEN".   
The Borough of Cresskill reserves the right to reject any and all bids, to waive any 
informalities or irregularities in the bids received, and to accept the bid from the lowest 
responsible bidder. 

 
        By order of the Mayor and Council 
         Francesca Maragliano 
         Borough Clerk 
 
4. That the said Clerk be and hereby is empowered and directed to insert in the space for 

dates such convenient hour and day as will cause the opening of bids to take place not 
less than ten (10) days after the date of the first publication of the advertisement, to notify 
each and every member of this body, in writing, that a meeting thereof will be held on the 
day at the hour named to receive all bids sent or delivered. 

 
 
REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA 
ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
28. No one wished to be heard. 
 
29. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

close the meeting to remarks on agenda items. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
30. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

consider all items marked with an asterisk as a single question. 
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On the question:  The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an 
asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public. 

 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 
31. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

adopt all items with an asterisk as a single question. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

************ 
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS 
 
32. Resolution by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Schultz-Rummel:  
 

(Resolution in full on pages 117A through 117J.) 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 
 
REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH 
[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
33. William Franceschini, 395 Highland Street said the road conditions of Highland Street is 

a hazard and it hasn’t been repaved in many years.  It is a daily hazard for drivers, 
cyclists and pedestrians. The DPW has patched some of the potholes, but it really needs 
to be repaved as soon as possible. Also, the laws for kids on bicycles, e-bikes and 
scooters need to be enforced more diligently. They go very fast and it’s very dangerous.  

 Ms. DeSantis said her mother lives next door to Mr. Franceschini, and she can’t take her 
mother out for a walk because the street is so bad. 

 
 Captain Lanzilotti said they have been giving warnings to the e-bike users. We have gone 

to some of the kids’ homes and educated them and their parents about the dangers. We’ve 
had educational talks and videos at the middle and high school about the dangers of 
riding an e-bike. We’ve partnered with 7-11 & Dante’s Pizza where kids get rewarded for 
wearing their helmets and operating their vehicle properly. As for licensing users, that 
would be at the state level, not municipal level. 
 
Mayor Morgan said we’ve been dealing with this using multiple avenues. It seems to be 
an epidemic everywhere right now.                  

  
Council Member Olmo said when mopeds started there was a licensing program by the 
State, but I don’t believe they have anything implemented for e-bikes and electric scooters.  

 
   Mayor Morgan said we have an ordinance in place, that if violated, the individuals can be 

fined and ultimately have their bicycle/scooter impounded if violated. I think a big part of 
the problem is the parents. 

  
 Council Member Savas asked Engineer Azzolina about paving Highland Street. Engineer 

Azzolina said Highland Street was an option, however the Council elected to pave other 
streets, but we do have the option to swap out that section of Highland Street with one that 
was chosen for the 2024/2025 road resurfacing program. Council Member Savas said we 
will discuss it at our work session meeting this evening. 

 
 Laura Brenner, 127 Westervelt Place said there was a crossing guard at the Park Avenue 

and County Road intersection but there is no longer. It looks like something was installed 
for a sign with flashing lights, but nothing is there yet. It’s a very dangerous road to cross 
for adults and children. Captain Lanzilotti said it’s been difficult getting applicants for 
crossing guard positions in all towns.  
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Dale Kopel, 34 Gilmore Avenue said there’s been a significant increase in the number of 
cars that double park and do U-turns on Union Avenue. Can we have an increase in Police 
presence? Council Member Olmo said the Police Dept. have been addressing it.  Mayor 
Morgan said we ordered some new signage to put in the middle of the road to prevent the 
U-turns, and the Police increased their patrol on Union Avenue and have been issuing a lot 
of tickets.  
 
Ms. Kopel said she read the article in The Record about the emails in the tax office being 
hacked. I’m concerned about what’s being done so this doesn’t happen on a larger scale 
moving forward. Attorney Diktas said we can’t talk about particulars because it’s under 
litigation. We are insured by the Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) who have come in and we are 
at the top level of protection, security, firewalls, etc. We have the best product we can buy 
and implemented the steps the insurance company wants to protect the town the best we 
can.                    

 
 No one else wished to be heard. 
 
34. Motion at 7:43 P.M. by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council 

Member Savas to close the meeting and adjourn. 
 
 All in Favor.  None Opposed.    Motion adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
John Morgan 
Mayor 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Francesca Maragliano 
      Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 


