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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
CRESSKILL           BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING   MAY 7, 2025 
 
1. Robert Rummel led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall, 
publication in The Record and delivery to all members of the governing body. 

 
3. Mayor Morgan called the meeting to order at 7:04 P.M. 
 
4. Present: Council Members Kaplan, McLaughlin, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 

Also Present: Attorney Diktas, Borough Officials Lavin, Noseworthy, Chief Ulshoefer, 
Captain Luciano, Lieutenant Lyons 
Absent: Council Member Olmo 

 
5. Motion by Council Member  Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas 

to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular meeting of April 16, 2025. 
 

All in Favor.  None Opposed.    Motion adopted. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
6. Minutes of the following meeting: 
 

Planning Board     April 8, 2025                                                
 
 Filed. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS 
 
7. Council Member Spina said the swim club is set to open on Memorial Day weekend. 

The American Legion will have a service in Veteran’s Square followed by a reception at 
the American Legion instead of a parade for Memorial Day this year.  

  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
ORDINANCE ON FINAL READING 
 
Ordinance No. 25-09-1665 – An Ordinance Amending the Borough of Cresskill Code of 

Ordinances to Repeal Chapter 132: Flood Damage Prevention in its Entirety and To 
Adopt a New Chapter 132 Flood Damage Prevention, Flood Hazard Maps and to 
Designate a Floodplain Administrator 

 
8. Motion at 7:08 PM by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council 

Member Savas to hear Ordinance No. 25-09-1665 on final reading by title only, An 
Ordinance Amending the Borough of Cresskill Code of Ordinances to Repeal Chapter 
132: Flood Damage Prevention in its Entirety and To Adopt a New Chapter 132 Flood 
Damage Prevention, Flood Hazard Maps and to Designate a Floodplain Administrator. 

 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
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(Ordinance in full on pages 48A through 48K in Minutes of Regular   

Mayor and Council Meeting held April 16, 2025.) 
 
9. The Borough Clerk announced that the Ordinance was published in The Record on April 

18, 2025, posted in Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public.   
 
10. Mayor Morgan opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk 

Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
11. No one wished to be heard. 

 
12. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

close the public hearing. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

13. Resolution by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 25-09-1665, entitled: 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL CODE OF 
ORDINANCES TO REPEAL CHAPTER 132: FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION IN 
ITS ENTIRETY and TO ADOPT A NEW CHAPTER 132: FLOOD DAMAGE 
PREVENTION, FLOOD HAZARD MAPS and TO DESIGNATE A FLOODPLAIN 
ADMINISTRATOR 
  
pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 

Ordinance No. 25-10-1666 – 2025 “CAP” Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget 
Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.14) 
 

14. Motion at 7:10 PM by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council 
Member Savas to hear Ordinance No. 25-10-1666 on final reading by title only, 2025 
“CAP” Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish 
a CAP Bank (N.J.S.A 40A:4-45.14) 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Kaplan, McLaughlin, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 

       No - None 
       Absent – Council Member Olmo 
       Abstain - None 
       Motion adopted. 

 
(Ordinance in full on page 49A in Minutes of Regular   

Mayor and Council Meeting held April 16, 2025.) 
 
15. The Borough Clerk announced that the Ordinance was published in The Record on April 

18, 2025, posted in Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public.   
 
16. Mayor Morgan opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk 

Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
17. No one wished to be heard. 

 
18. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

close the public hearing. 
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Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Kaplan, McLaughlin, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 
       No - None 
       Absent – Council Member Olmo 
       Abstain - None 
       Motion adopted. 

 
19. Resolution by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas: 

  
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 25-10-1666, entitled: 
  

2025 “CAP” ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 

(N.J.S.A. 40A-4-45.14 
 

pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Council Members Kaplan, McLaughlin, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 

       No - None 
       Absent – Council Member Olmo 
       Abstain - None 
       Resolution adopted. 
 
 
20. Borough Clerk Maragliano explained all items on the Consent Agenda.   
 

************ 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
*Resolutions 
 
21. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 

TAX COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994, C.72 

 
WHEREAS, due to the County Board of Taxation unable to certify a tax rate due to various 
issues at the state level and the Municipal Tax Collector will be unable to mail the tax bills 
on a timely basis, it has become necessary to issue estimated tax bills for the 3rd Quarter of 
2025 and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Municipal Tax Collector in consultation with the Municipal Chief Financial 
Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and 
they have signed a certification showing the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates and 
the range of permitted estimated levies; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE 
BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY ON 7TH DAY OF MAY 2025 AS FOLLOWS: 
 

1. The Borough of Cresskill Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to prepare 
and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough for the third installment of 2025 taxes. 
The Tax Collector shall proceed and take such actions as necessary.  

                                                                 
2. The entire estimated levy for 2025 is hereby set at $61,097,231 for an estimated tax 

rate of $2.244. 
 

3. In accordance with law the third installment of 2025 shall not be subject to interest  
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until the later of August 11, 2025. Any payment received after August 11, 2025, shall 
have interest calculated from August 1, 2025. 

 
22. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 

April 2025 payrolls be ratified and approved: 
 
April 4, 2025 

   Current Fund               $  378,957.57          
                                    Community Center                                     2,485.66 
  Library                                                      16,324.71 
                                                                                 $  397,767.94 
 

April 17, 2025 
   Current Fund    $  372,236.79          
                                    Community Center                                     2,485.66   
  Library                                                      16,592.31 
                                                                                 $  391,314.76 

 
23. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that pursuant to the 

recommendation of the Library Board of Trustees, the following part-time employment 
be made retroactively: 
 
 Alyssa Perrone  P/T Bookkeeper      $30.00/per hour    Eff. May 6, 2025 
 

24. BE IT RESOLVED, as recommended by the Municipal Pool Commission, that the 
following refund be authorized from the Municipal Swim Club Account: 
 

Arkady Kheyman 
5 Tenakill Park East, Apt. 216 

Cresskill, NJ 07626 
Amount: $276.00 

  
25. WHEREAS, the Recreation Committee has scheduled various programs; and 

 
WHEREAS, the following participant was unable to attend;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the recreation fee be returned to: 

   
Steve Choi 

(for: Elena Choi) 
5 Short Place 

Cresskill, NJ  07626 
Amount:  $300.00 

 
26. WHEREAS, a Planning Board application was required for this property; and 

 
WHEREAS,  escrow accounts were established for the work; and 
 
WHEREAS, the work has been completed and inspected; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of 
Cresskill, that the following refund of Developer’s Escrow account be made: 
 

Applicant 
 

Legion LLC 
2050 Center Ave., Suite# 410 

Fort Lee, NJ 07024 
(for: 23 & 25 Legion Drive) 

 
Block 182 
Lots 29-30 
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Account No.             Description     Amount  
 
DE-379  Tree escrow   $  2,000.00 
DE-379A  10% Cash Bond  $17,640.00 
DE-379B  Safety & Stabilization  $  6,175.00 
DE-379C  5% Engineers Bond  $  7,350.00 
DE-379D  5% Engineers Non-Bond  $17,256.95 
 

27. WHEREAS, the Borough requires the services of a Municipal Hearing Officer; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney and Administrator’s due diligence have reviewed 
resumes of retired Superior Court Judges residing in the area; and  

WHEREAS, after due diligence, the Borough Attorney and Administrator jointly 
recommend that the Borough should appoint from the Law Firm Meyerson, Fox & Conte, 
P.A. specifically the Honorable Harry G. Carroll, J.A.D. retired as named Hearing 
Officer; and 

WHEREAS, Mayor John Morgan accepts the recommendation and does hereby nominate 
for the appointment of Municipal Hearing Officer, Honorable Harry G. Carrol, J.A.D. 
(ret); and 

WHEREAS, Judge Carroll and his firm have agreed to accept the appointment as the 
Municipality’s Hearing Officer for the calendar year 2025; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council does hereby accept Mayor 
John Morgan’s recommendation, and appointment of Honorable Harry G. Carroll, J.A.D. 
(ret.) as a Municipal Hearing Officer at an hourly rate of $495 per hour, with the 
contractual fee not to exceed, TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($25,000.00) 
which can only be extended by Council Resolution; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Judge Carroll's appointment shall commence 
effective May 7, 2025; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified to be true copy of this Resolution be 
tendered to the following: Honorable Harry G. Carroll, J.A.D. (Retired); Borough 
Administrator Dianne Lavin; Borough Clerk Francesca Maragliano; and Borough 
Attorney, Christos J. Diktas. 

28. WHEREAS, numerous employees have met with the Borough Administrator and have 
represented that Borough Employees are surreptitiously video and audio recording day-
to-day activities and general conversations of fellow employees during the workday; and  

WHEREAS, the privacy infringement upon the respective employees is deleterious to the 
general morale of the Borough, and potentially violative of State Statutes; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council hereby authorizes the 
Borough Attorney to prepare an amendment to the personnel policy prohibiting any 
employee from using any type of device to audio or video record any employee during 
the workday without written consent of the taped individual; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the personnel policy shall specifically state that any 
employee who violates this amendment prohibiting audio and video recording shall be 
subject to immediate dismissal; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified true copy of this Resolution shall be 
served upon all Municipal Department Heads and distributed to each Borough employee, 
who will be required to execute a copy of the policy confirming that they have received 
and are aware of its conditions, and disciplinary actions; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified true copy of this Resolution shall be 
provided to the following: Borough Administrator Dianne Lavin; Borough Clerk 
Francesca Maragliano; and Borough Attorney Christos J. Diktas. 



64 
 

 
Motions  
 
29. Appoint Robert Moarkech as Alternate II to the Zoning Board for term ending December 31, 2026.  
 
30. Appoint Dr. Kiram Jotwani as President and Dr. Clara Lee as Vice President of the Board of 

Health for terms ending December 31, 2026. 
 
31. Appoint Dr. Faina Gelman-Nisanov to the Board of Health for term ending December 31, 2027. 
  
 
REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA 
ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
32. No one wished to be heard. 
 
33. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

close the meeting to remarks on agenda items. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
34. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

consider all items marked with an asterisk as a single question. 
 

On the question:  The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an 
asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public. 

 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 
35. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

adopt all items with an asterisk as a single question. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

************ 
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS 
 
36. Resolution by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Spina:  
 

(Resolution in full on pages 64A through 64H.) 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 
 
REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH 
[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
37. Elliott Malone, 50 County Road said he’s been a resident of Cresskill since 2009 and has a 

few things he’d like to address. Are there any plans for a celebration of Mayor Romeo who 
dedicated so much time to Cresskill? Council Member Savas said we are making plans for 
a celebration of life for Mayor Romeo in September. Mr. Malone said the filming 
ordinance is dated, is potentially unconstitutional and should be revisited. New Jersey has 
taken a forefront of being a film friendly state. I’ve never had an issue with filming in town 
until recently and the filming NBC wanted to do was not permitted. I don’t want to be 
adverse with Cresskill, but I have to file a notice of claim to resolve this issue. Mayor 
Morgan said he did speak to Mr. Malone and requested the filming be pushed back because 
the request was to film in a matter of days and on a Saturday. We request 15 days to 
process and only allow filming Monday through Friday.  In looking at surrounding towns 
filming ordinances, they are nearly identical. It was never about Cresskill being not film 
friendly. We needed time to review the information. Mr. Malone agreed that NBC should 
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have done a better job and known better. My issue is with statements that were made to the 
filming people during the process.   

 
 Mark Marzocchi, 50 Cresskill Avenue complimented Mayor Morgan for his promptness 

and professionalism in their recent conversation.                   
 
 No one else wished to be heard. 
 
38. Motion at 7:30 P.M. by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council 

Member Savas to close the meeting and adjourn. 
 
 All in Favor.  None Opposed.    Motion adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
John Morgan 
Mayor 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Francesca Maragliano 
      Borough Clerk 
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