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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
CRESSKILL           BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING   MARCH 5, 2025 
 
1. Chief Ulshoefer led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. A Moment of Silence was observed in honor and memory of Mayor Benedict Romeo and 

his wife Alice Romeo who both recently passed away.  
 
3. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council 

of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall, 
publication in The Record and delivery to all members of the governing body. 

 
4. Council President Schultz-Rummel called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. 
 
5. Present: Council Members Kaplan, McLaughlin, Olmo, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina 

Also Present: Attorney Diktas, Borough Officials Lavin, Noseworthy, Hamlett, Chief 
Ulshoefer, Captain Luciano 

 
6. Motion by Council Member  Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas 

to approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Regular meeting of February 19, 2025. 
 

All in Favor.  None Opposed.    Motion adopted. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
7. Minutes of the following meeting: 
 
  Planning Board  February 11, 2025 
 
 Filed. 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS 
 
8. Council Member Spina said the BOH is looking for new members. I want to acknowledge 

the decades of amazing service and leadership of Mayor Ben Romeo. He set the bar very 
high and will be greatly missed.   

 
 Council Member Schultz-Rummel thanked the Police and Fire Departments for 

everything they did for Mayor Romeo and his wife Alice during this difficult time. I think 
we all have the same feelings about Mayor Romeo, but I wouldn’t be here today if it 
weren’t for him. He approached me years ago and said you need to get involved because 
you care about Cresskill. He took me under his wing and was the best mentor I’ll ever 
have. We’ll never be able to replace him, but we all want to make him proud.             

 
Council Member Olmo said the Pool Commission is working on their budget. People ask 
what type of government we are. We are a strong council, weak mayor, but we really had 
a very strong mayor.  We will all step up to follow the example he led us with. Every 
decision Mayor Romeo made was only to make Cresskill great.  
 
Council Member McLaughlin said Mayor Romeo was a lifelong friend, and he will be 
greatly missed by everyone.   
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Council Member Kaplan said he didn’t know Mayor Romeo as well as many, but I really 
grew to respect and admire his abilities and love for Cresskill.             

 
Council Member Savas said Alice Romeo was a very smart woman and her husband’s 
best confidant and advisor. Mayor Romeo was a mentor and good friend to me. We 
didn’t always agree, but he always consulted me, and I always consulted him. He was a 
wonderful Mayor for this town, and we are all going to miss him.    

 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
 
ORDINANCE ON FINAL READING 
 
Ordinance No. 25-03-1659 – Amend Chapter 128 – Fire Prevention Article II Registrations, 

Inspections and Fees. 
 
9. Motion at 7:13 PM by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Schultz-

Rummel to hear Ordinance No. 25-03-1659 on final reading by title only, Amend Chapter 
128 – Fire Prevention Article II Registrations, Inspections and Fees. 

 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 
(Ordinance in full on page 28A in Minutes of Regular   
Mayor and Council Meeting held February 19, 2025.) 

 
10. The Borough Clerk announced the Ordinance was published in The Record on February 

21, 2025, posted in Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public.   
 
11. Council President Schultz-Rummel opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by 

Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
12. No one wished to be heard. 

 
13. Motion by Council Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas to close the public 

hearing. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

14. Resolution by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Savas: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 25-03-1659, entitled: 

 
Amend Chapter 128 -Fire Prevention, Article II Registrations, Inspections and Fees 

 
pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 
Ordinance No. 25-04-1660 – Amend Chapter 207 – Rental Business and Commercial Properties, 

Article III Certificates of Occupancy and Resale/Rental Certificates. 
 
15. Motion at 7:14 PM by Council Member McLaughlin and seconded by Council Member 

Savas to hear Ordinance No. 25-04-1660 on final reading by title only, Amend Chapter  
 207 – Rental Business and Commercial Properties, Article III Certificates of Occupancy  
 and Resale/Rental Certificates. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

(Ordinance in full on page 28B in Minutes of Regular   
Mayor and Council Meeting held February 19, 2025.) 
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16. The Borough Clerk announced the Ordinance was published in The Record on February 

21, 2025, posted in Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public.   
 
17. Council President Schultz-Rummel opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by 

Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
18. No one wished to be heard. 

 
19. Motion by Council McLaughlin and seconded by Council Member Olmo to close the 

public hearing. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

20. Resolution by Council Member McLaughlin and seconded by Council Member Savas: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 25-04-1660, entitled: 

 
Amend Chapter 207 Rental Business and Commercial Properties, Article III  

Certificates of Occupancy and Resale/Rental Certificates 
 

 pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 

 
Ordinance No. 25-05-1661 – Amend Chapter A278 – Television Cable Franchise. 
 
21. Motion at 7:16 PM by Council Member McLaughlin and seconded by Council Member 

Savas to hear Ordinance No. 25-05-1661 on final reading by title only, Amend Chapter  
 A278 – Television Cable Franchise. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

(Ordinance in full on pages 28C through 28H in Minutes of Regular   
Mayor and Council Meeting held February 19, 2025.) 

 
22. The Borough Clerk announced the Ordinance was published in The Record on February 

21, 2025, posted in Borough Hall, and copies made available to the public.   
 
23. Council President Schultz-Rummel opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by 

Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
24. No one wished to be heard. 

 
25. Motion by Council McLaughlin and seconded by Council Member Olmo to close the 

public hearing. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

26. Resolution by Council Member McLaughlin and seconded by Council Member Olmo: 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, in the County 
of Bergen and State of New Jersey, that Ordinance No. 25-05-1661, entitled: 

  
Amend Chapter A278 Television Cable Franchise 

  
pass its second and final reading, is hereby adopted and shall be published according to 
law. 
 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 



35 
 

 
 
27. Borough Clerk Maragliano explained all items on the Consent Agenda.   
 

************ 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
*Resolutions 
 
28. RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE REVISED STATUTORY BUDGET DEADLINE 

DATES AS APPROVED BY THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD, ALLOWING THE 
BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL TO ADHERE TO THE NEW TIMELINE FOR BUDGET 
PREPARATION AND ADOPTION 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Finance Board of the State of New Jersey, as authorized by 
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-5.1, approved at its December meeting revised statutory budget deadline 
dates; and 
 
WHEREAS, these revisions modify the statutory dates for introduction, adoption, and 
Mayor/Council Faulkner Act and related budget transmissions for the Borough of 
Cresskill; and 
 
WHEREAS, the revised dates for Budget Introduction & Adoption (Non-Referendum) 
are as follows: 
 

 
 
*or the date of the next regularly scheduled meeting of the governing body; and 

 
WHEREAS, notwithstanding the revised dates, a budget may be adopted anytime within 
10 days of receiving the Director’s certification of approval of the budget; and 
 
WHEREAS, to avail itself of the revised dates, the governing body must adopt a 
resolution by no later than March 31, 2025 to extend the adoption date of the 2025 budget 
and increase temporary budget appropriations as may be necessary due to the extension; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Cresskill that: 
 

1. The revised statutory budget deadline dates as approved by the Local Finance 
Board are hereby acknowledged and accepted. 

2. The Borough of Cresskill shall utilize the revised dates for Budget Introduction & 
Adoption (Non-Referendum) as set forth above. 

3. This resolution shall be effective immediately. 
 

29. BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill, that the following 
February 2025 payrolls be ratified and approved: 
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February 7, 2025 

   Current Fund               $  384,792.44          
                                    Community Center                                     2,485.66 
    Library                                                      16,504.40 
                                                                                  
                                                                                     $  403,782.50 
 

February 21, 2025 
   Current Fund    $  398,412.52          
                                    Community Center                                     2,485.66   
   Library                                                      16,565.37 
                                                                                  
                                                                                     $  417,463.55 
 
30. RESOLUTION GRANTING TAX EXEMPT STATUS DISABLED VETERAN AND 

AUTHORIZING REFUNDING PROPERTY TAXES PAID 
 

WHEREAS, Brian Roth, who resides 96 14th Street (Block 129, Lot 75) in the Borough 
of Cresskill has been deemed a 100% permanently disabled veteran in accordance with 
the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30; and 
 
WHEREAS, Brian Roth made the appropriate claim for tax exemption through the 
Borough of Cresskill Tax Assessor’s Office as a 100% permanently disabled veteran and 
was approved effective December 20, 2024; and 
 
WHEREAS, Brian Roth submitted an official letter from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs with the Borough of Cresskill Tax Assessor confirming this information; and 
  
WHEREAS, Brian Roth is seeking a refund for property taxes as follows: 
 

Q1 2025 $2,574.00 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Cresskill, that the property known as 96 14th Street (Block 129, Lot 75) is hereby 
designated as tax-exempt property owner, Brian Roth, is a 100% permanently disabled 
veteran effective December 20, 2024. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all property taxes on said property are hereby 
cancelled. 
 
BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, 
that a refund of property taxes paid is hereby granted and the Treasurer is authorized to 
issue a borough check payable as follows: 
 

Payable to: 
Brian Roth 
96 14th Street 
Cresskill, NJ 07626 

 
Total Refund $2,574.00 

 
Motions  
 
31. Appoint Terence McCabe to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for term ending December 

31, 2028. 
 
 
REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA 
ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
32. No one wished to be heard. 
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33. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Olmo to 

close the meeting to remarks on agenda items. 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 
34. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

consider all items marked with an asterisk as a single question. 
 

On the question:  The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an 
asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public. 

 
Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 

 
35. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to 

adopt all items with an asterisk as a single question. 
 

Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Motion adopted. 
 

************ 
 
PRESENTATION OF BILLS 
 
36. Resolution by Council Member Olmo and seconded by Council Member Schultz-Rummel:  
 

(Resolution in full on pages 37A through 37I.) 
 
 Roll Call: Yes – Unanimous   Resolution adopted. 
 
 
REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH 
[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.] 
 
37. No one wished to be heard. 
 
38. Motion at 7:19 P.M. by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council 

Member Olmo to close the meeting and adjourn. 
 
 All in Favor.  None Opposed.    Motion adopted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Kathy Schultz-Rummel 
Council President 
 
 
      _____________________________ 
      Francesca Maragliano 
      Borough Clerk 
 
 
 
 


