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BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL
MAYOR AND COUNCIL
CRESSKILL BERGEN COUNTY NEW JERSEY
REGULAR MEETING JANUARY 15, 2025

1. Mike Hamlett led the Salute to the Flag and Pledge of Allegiance.

2. The Borough Clerk announced that this is a Regular Meeting of the Mayor and Council
of which at least 48 hours’ notice has been given by posting in the Borough Hall,
publication in The Record and delivery to all members of the governing body.

3. Council President Schultz-Rummel called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M.

4, Present: Council Members Kaplan, McLaughlin, Savas, Schultz-Rummel, Spina
Also Present: Attorney Diktas, Borough Officials Lavin, Noseworthy, Hamlett, Chief
Ulshoefer, Captain Luciano, Engineer Azzolina
Absent: Mayor Romeo, Council Member Olmo

5. Motion by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Spina for an
excused absence for Mayor Romeo.

All in Favor. None Opposed. Motion adopted.

6. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to
approve the minutes of the Mayor and Council Sine Die and Annual Meetings of January
2,2025.

All in Favor. None Opposed. Motion adopted.

COMMUNICATIONS

7. Minutes of the following meeting:

Planning Board December 10, 2024
Filed.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND OFFICIALS
8. Council Member Spina said they have some residents interested in joining the BOH.

Council Member Savas said the recreation programs and open gym nights are running
well.

Council Member Kaplan commended the CFD for taking inventory for a possible
donation of surplus fire equipment to the firefighters in California.

NEW BUSINESS

9. Motion at 7:04 PM by Council Member McLaughlin and seconded by Council Member
Schultz-Rummel to open the public hearing for submission for renewal of an application
by Cablevision of New Jersey LLC (“Altice”) to own, operate, extend and maintain a
cable television and communications system in the Borough of Cresskill.



10.

11.

12.

13.

16

Roll Call: Yes — Unanimous Motion adopted.

Council President Schultz-Rummel opened the meeting to the public. [Reported by
Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.]

No one wished to be heard.

Motion by Council Member McLaughlin and seconded by Council Member Schultz-
Rummel to close the public hearing for submission for renewal of an application by
Cablevision of New Jersey LLC (“Altice”) to own, operate, extend and maintain a cable
television and communications system in the Borough of Cresskill.

Roll Call: Yes — Unanimous Motion adopted.

Borough Clerk Maragliano explained all items on the Consent Agenda.
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CONSENT AGENDA

NEW BUSINESS

*Resolutions

14.

15.

16.

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CANCELLING OF TAX OVERPAYMENT

WHEREAS, certain prior years’ tax overpayments remain un-refunded on the Borough of
Cresskill tax records; and

WHEREAS, a review of accounts has revealed that the prior owner of record have moved
or whom to refund is undeterminable and said tax overpayments are now nonrefundable;
and

WHEREAS, the total tax overpayment amount to $4,814.00 as analyzed are as follows:

Year Property Block Lot Amount
2022 109 Truman Drive  91.08 18 $4,814.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Cresskill, County of Bergen, State of New Jersey, that the Tax Collector is hereby
authorized to cancel the amount of $4,814.00 of tax overpayment from the tax records for
the 2022 tax year as analyzed above; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the appropriate Borough Officer is authorized to
cancel said overpayment from the balance sheet of the Current Fund.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill, County of
Bergen, State of New Jersey, that the Mayor or his designee, the Borough Administrator
and Borough Clerk be, and hereby are, authorized to sign all standard contracts and
agreements, after approval of the Borough Attorney, on behalf of the Borough of
Cresskill, effective January 1, 2025 nunc pro tunc,

AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF A GRANT PROPOSAL TO THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS FY25 LOCAL RECREATION
IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill desires to apply for and
obtain a grant from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs for approximately
$100,000 to be used toward the maintenance & rehabilitation of permeable interlocking
concrete pavement at the Third Street walking trail.



17.

18.
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

1. That the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Cresskill does hereby authorize the
application for such a grant; and

2. Recognizes and accepts that the Department may offer a lesser or greater amount
and therefore, upon receipt of the grant agreement from the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs, does further authorize the execution of any
such grant agreement; and also, upon receipt of the fully executed agreement from
the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant to the
terms of the agreement between the Borough of Cresskill and the New Jersey
Department of Community Affairs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the persons whose names, titles, and signatures
appear below are authorized to sign the application, and that they or their successors in
said titles are authorized to sign the agreement, and any other documents necessary in
connection therewith.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council, Borough of Cresskill that the following
applicants be approved for employment, with no benefits, as a per diem Police
Dispatchers in the Cresskill Police Department, at a rate of $22.95 per hour effective
immediately:

Emily Fontana
Salvatore Ciotti

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL, COUNTY OF BERGEN
DETERMINING THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATIONS OF THE
BOROUGH OF CRESSKILL FOR THE PERIOD JULY 1, 2025 THROUGH JUNE 30,
2035 (FOURTH ROUND) PURSUANT TO THE FAIR HOUSING ACT, N.J.S.A.
52:27D-301, et seq.

WHEREAS, in 1975 the Supreme Court of the State of New Jersey found in S.
Burlington Cty. NAACP v. Twp. of Mount Laurel, 67 N.J. 151 (1975) (Mount Laurel I)
that every municipality in the State of New Jersey has a constitutional duty design its
land use regulations to make realistically possible the opportunity for a variety and choice
of housing for all people desiring to live there, including those of low and moderate
income; and

WHEREAS, in 1983 the Supreme Court of the State of New Jersey created a judicial
remedy in S. Burlington Cty. NAACP v. Twp. of Mount Laurel, 92 N.J. 158 (1983)
(Mount Laurel II) that allowed developers to sue any municipality that did not comply
with its constitutional duty and obtain the right to build higher density housing than
allowed by the municipality’s land use regulations; and

WHEREAS, in 1985 the Legislature of the State of New Jersey enacted the Fair Housing
Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301, et seq. to establish an administrative agency, the Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH), with responsibility for determining the affordable housing
obligations of municipalities and overseeing an administrative process through which
municipalities could voluntarily comply with their constitutional obligation and obtain
immunity from suit by developers and others seeking to challenge the constitutionality of
a municipality’s land use regulations; and

WHEREAS, in 2015 the Supreme Court of the State of New Jersey determined in In re
Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97, 221 N.J. 1 (2015) (Mount Laurel IV) that COAH’s
administrative process was not functioning and the administrative remedy established by
the Fair Housing Act had been rendered futile, requiring municipalities to petition the
Court to obtain approval of their Third Round fair share housing plans and immunity
from exclusionary zoning lawsuits; and

WHEREAS, in February 2024 the Legislature of the State of New Jersey passed P.L.
2024, c. 2 (the Act) to abolish COAH, modify the mechanism for calculation of
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municipalities’ affordable housing obligations, and to transform the administrative
process established by the Fair Housing Act; and

WHEREAS, in March 2024 the Governor of the State of New Jersey signed the Act into
law; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, the Department of Community Affairs (DCA)
calculated each municipality’s affordable housing obligation for the period 2025-2035
(Fourth Round) in accordance with the formulas set forth in the Act and in October 2024
DCA issued a report (Report) of its calculations and findings; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, a municipality may elect to participate in an Affordable
Housing Dispute Resolution Program (the Program) established by the Legislature within
the Courts through which the municipality can obtain certification of its compliance with
its constitutional obligation regarding affordable housing and obtain immunity from
exclusionary zoning lawsuits during the Fourth Round’s ten-year period; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, in order to participate in the Program a municipality
must adopt a binding Resolution determining its affordable housing obligation no later
than January 31, 2025, must adopt a compliant housing element and fair share plan no
later than June 30, 2025, and must adopt ordinances and resolutions necessary to
implement its housing element and fair share plan no later than March 15, 2026; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Act, in establishing its affordable housing obligation a
municipality must give consideration to the DCA’s calculations as stated in its Report,
must describe the basis for its determination, and must bind the municipality to adopt a
compliant housing element and fair share plan; and

WHEREAS, Borough Planner Steve Lydon, PP has reviewed and analyzed the DCA’s
calculations as stated in its report and, based thereon, has recommended that the Borough
of Cresskill accept (a) the methodology employed by the DCA in calculating the regional
land capacity factor by which DCA subsequently calculated Cresskill’s municipal
prospective need obligation as Cresskill’s fair share of the Fourth Round need for
affordable housing;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Cresskill does hereby
accept the methodology employed by the DCA in calculating the regional prospective
need obligation for Region 1 in the Fourth Round;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Cresskill does hereby accept the
calculation by the DCA of Cresskill’s fair share of the Fourth Round need for affordable
housing, as derived from the land capacity factor generated by DCA for the entirety of
Region 1, as follows:

Present need: zero (0) units
Prospective need: one hundred fifty-five (155) units

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Cresskill is bound to adopt a
housing element and fair share plan which provides a realistic opportunity for satisfaction
of the prospective and present need identified herein, as may be adjusted by the Program
in accordance with the process and procedures provided by the Act including but not

limited to adjustment to prospective need obligations based on a lack of vacant land as set
forth in N.J.S.A. 52:27D-310.1; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Borough Attorney Christos J. Diktas, Esq. be and is
hereby authorized to file, within forty-eight (48) hours following adoption of this
Resolution, an action (Action) with the Program regarding this Resolution in accordance
with the procedures established by the Act; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Borough Clerk Francesca Maragliano be and is
hereby authorized to publish this Resolution, along with the date of the filing of the
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Action, on the Program’s publicly accessible Internet website as soon as possible but no
later than January 31, 2025; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Borough Clerk Francesca Maragliano be and is
hereby authorized to publish this Resolution on the Borough of Cresskill’s publicly
accessible Internet website as soon as possible but no later than January 31, 2025; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a copy of this Resolution, certified by the Borough
Clerk to be true, be served upon Dianne Lavin, Borough Administrator; Francesca
Maragliano, Borough Clerk; Christos J. Diktas, Esq., Borough Attorney; Steve Lydon,
PP, Borough Planner; and Bobbi Bauer, Planning Board Secretary.

Miscellaneous Business

19. Approved the following Raffle License:

RL 1477 Bergen County Police Chief’s Association May 6, 2025
REMARKS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC CONCERNING THE CONSENT AGENDA
ONLY [Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.]

20. No one wished to be heard.

21. Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to
close the meeting to remarks on agenda items.

Roll Call: Yes — Unanimous Motion adopted.

22.  Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to
consider all items marked with an asterisk as a single question.

On the question: The Borough Clerk announced that copies of all items marked with an
asterisk have been posted in the Borough Hall and made available to the public.

Roll Call: Yes — Unanimous Motion adopted.

23.  Motion by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council Member Savas to
adopt all items with an asterisk as a single question.

Roll Call: Yes — Unanimous Motion adopted.
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PRESENTATION OF BILLS
24, Resolution by Council Member Savas and seconded by Council Member Schultz-Rummel:

(Resolution in full on pages 19A through 19D.)

Roll Call: Yes — Unanimous Resolution adopted.

REMARKS FROM THE PUBLIC FOR THE GOOD AND WELFARE OF THE BOROUGH
[Reported by Deputy Borough Clerk Patricia A. McKim.]

25. A resident from 251 Brookside Avenue said rumble strips were discussed at the Mayor
and Council meeting in June due to traffic accidents at the Jefferson and Grant Avenue
intersection. Has there been any progress? Captain Luciano said he would talk to the
Chief and traffic officer and get back to her with an update.
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Chris Onorato, 125 6™ Street said approximately 2 years ago, Veolia and/or PSE&G dug
up the street and it’s in terrible condition. Who’s responsible for repaving? Engineer
Azzolina said it was a main improvement by PSE&G, and I’ve very recently been in
touch with the project engineer and told him that he needs to address the issue. They are
in a holding pattern because the original route was not doable. Unfortunately, I do not
have a completion date, but it has not been forgotten and will be repaired.

Mr. Onorato said last year there was an accident at the corner of 6™ Street and Magnolia.
There is a stop sign at the corner of 5 Street, but it should really be at 6 Street, which is
at the bottom of the hill. Captain Luciano said the Police could look into it.

No one else wished to be heard.

Motion at 7:14 P.M. by Council Member Schultz-Rummel and seconded by Council
Member Savas to close the meeting and adjourn.

All in Favor. None Opposed. Motion adopted.

Kathy Schultz-Rummel
Council President

Francesca Maragliano
Borough Clerk
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